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• MDGs: galvanized unprecedented efforts to meet the needs of the world’s poorest (to 
tackle extreme poverty, combat diseases, provide education, ensure environment 
sustainability).  

 

• Rio+20: Future We Want  renewed commitment to   Sustainable Development  
and to promote “sustainable” future for planet - for present and future generations. 

 

a) a green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty 
eradication, and 

b) an institutional framework for sustainable development 
 
- Led to several decisions and follow ups: (UN system, SDGs, SD financing strategy, Green economy policy 
guidelines, strengthening UNEP, establish HLPF, 10YFP, SIDS Conference, facilitation mechanism for technology 
transfer)  
- Focus on several thematic areas (water, trade, finance, tech; Africa, tourism, education, jobs, capacity 
building, atmosphere, biodiversity, climate, forest, desertification, chemicals, energy, food etc) 
- several Voluntary Commitments and Partnerships for sustainable development 

 
• Post-2015 process: 

 National, Regional, Thematic Consultations 
 Post-2015 implementation Dialogues 
 High Level Panel of Eminent Persons report 

 

• Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals  (outcome document agreed by 
consensus on 2 August 2015) 



                   

Transforming Our World for People and Planet 
Promote shared prosperity and well-being for all over the next 15 years  

Agreement reached 

on 230 indicators 
 







  contributing to the effective implementation of the environmental dimension of 2030  
  Agenda in an integrated manner (setting the global environmental agenda, providing  
  policy guidance and defining policy responses, undertaking policy review, dialogue and  
  exchange of experiences, fostering partnerships for achieving environmental goals and  
  resource mobilization);  
 
 to enhance its activities, in cooperation with other UN entities, in support of the coherent  
 implementation of the environ dimension of 2030 Agenda at Nat, Reg and global levels,  
 
 to take action to enhance coordinated, coherent and integrated delivery within the UN system 
 on the environmental dimension of 2030 Agenda, by: 
 
(a)    Fostering partnerships and other means of cooperation with other relevant  UN bodies;  
(b)    Engaging with regional coordination mechanisms, as appropriate;  
(c)    Actively promoting the integration of the environmental dimension into UN Development 
Assistance Frameworks (UNDAF) at the country level;  
(d)    Enhancing institutional and human capacity building at the national, regional and intl levels;  

UNEP/EA.2/L.6/Rev.2: “Delivering on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” 



What is happening at the country level? 
 

2016 

2018 

2017 

2019 

Theme:  Eradicating poverty and promoting 
prosperity in a changing world 1     2      3    5      9    14 

Theme:  Ensuring that no one is left behind 
- Voluntary Reviews of 22 countries 

Theme:  Transformation towards sustainable 
and resilient societies  6      7      11    12    15 

Theme:  Empowering people and ensuring 
inclusiveness and equality  4      8      10    13    16 



What is happening at the country level or lessons? 

2016 
Theme: Ensuring that no one is left behind 
- Voluntary Reviews of 22 countries 

Estonia 

Norway 

Finland 

France 

Georgia 

Germany 

Montenegro 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

- gap analysis/challenges 
(readiness to implement the 2030 agenda) 

- Development of national SD action plans/ Strategy 
(could also be updating/modifying  existing one)   

- Inter-ministerial working group /committee 
(nationalization of SDGs and for policy coherence) 

- priorities and focus areas of government policy 
(education, jobs, wellbeing, water, energy, natural resources) 

- Participatory follow-up and review at all levels 

(accountability to citizens and global community ) 



What is happening at the country level or lessons? 

2016 
Switzerland’s initial steps towards the  
implementation of the 2030 Agenda 

• Social security (SDGs 1 and 16) 
• Natural resources (SDGs 2, 6, 14, and 15) 
• Health (SDG 3) 
• Education, research and innovation (SDG 4) 
• Social cohesion and gender equality (SDGs 5, 10, and 16) 
• Energy and climate (SDGs 7 and 13) 
• Economic and financial system (SDGs 8, 10, 16, and 17) 
• Urban development, mobility and infrastructure (SDGs 9 and 11) 
• Consumption and production (SDG 12) 

First comprehensive country review at the HLPF 2018. 

- Stakeholder  participation 
(the 2030 Dialogue on Sustainable Development) 

 
- Fed Council adopted SD Strategy  

(2016–19) 
(high-level commitment) 

 
- Inter-Ministerial working group 

(clarify responsibility, gap analysis, future areas 
of action) 

 

- Embedded Swiss Foreign Policy 
(economic and international cooperation policy) 

 

2018 



(a)    Fostering partnerships and other means of cooperation 
with other relevant  UN bodies;  
(b)    Engaging with regional coordination mechanisms, as 
appropriate;  
(c)    Actively promoting the integration of the environmental 
dimension into UN Development Assistance Frameworks 
(UNDAF) at the country level;  
(d)    Enhancing institutional and human capacity building at 
the national, regional and international levels;  

UNEP/EA.2/L.6/Rev.2: “Delivering on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” 

…. to enhance its activities, in cooperation with other UN entities, in support of 
the coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of  2030 Agenda 
at National, Regional and global levels,  
 

…. to take action to enhance coordinated, coherent and integrated delivery 
within the UN system on the environmental dimension of 2030 Agenda, by: 



 Result of close cooperation 
within regional UN system  
 

 14 issue briefs with 
concrete steps how to 
achieve SDGs  
 

 2030 Agenda as an 
opportunity to tackle key 
challenges in the region  
 

 Region is off to a promising 
start regarding SDG 
implementation 

 
 



Key policy recommendations  

help countries overcome  

development bottlenecks and 

boost implementation of the 2030 

Agenda,  

leaving no one behind. 

 

 
Population Dynamics.1 

Refugees, Migration and Resilience.2 
Gender Equality, Rights & Empowerment.3  

Decent Jobs for All.4 
Social Protection for All.5 

Health and Well-Being for All at All Ages.6 
Quality Education and Lifelong Learning.7 

Sustainable Energy.8  
Changing Production Patterns.9 

Changing Consumption Patterns.10 
Sustainable Agri & Rural Development.11 

Managing the Earth’s Ecosystems.12 
Governance for Sus Development.13 

Partnership for 2030 Agenda.14 



Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustainable, and Modern Energy  

         

Planet: “Protecting Earth for Future Generations” 
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• The region produced 21%  
world’s primary energy resources 

• Emitted 18.2 % global CO2 emissions 
from fossil fuel combustion 

Share of fossil fuels 
in primary energy 

To develop sustainably, necessary to secure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy 
services, while reducing GHG emissions and the carbon footprint. And reconcile a tight emissions pathway 
with development aspirations. 

Nearly doubled 1990-2014 
3.5-6.5% 

> 10 % of household income  
spent on energy 

efficiency improvements reduce  
5-6% total energy consumption 

poor infrastructure, supply  
and affordability (main impediments) 

Important for food security,  
economic dev, human health etc but buildings 
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Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustainable, and Modern Energy  
16 
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Energy prices reflect full costs, including emissions, while 
eliminating market-distorting subsidies throughout the system 
 
Develop internationally recognized minimum energy performance 
standards in all sectors.  
 
Improve more quickly energy efficiency as cost-effective options 
for meeting growing energy demand in most countries.  
 
Redesign renewable energy policies 
 
Use new technology (collaboration on research and development of 
new technology) 

What needs to happen? 
Achieving the 2030 Agenda depends on  
transforming the energy system. 

         

Planet: “Protecting Earth for Future Generations” 



Managing the Earth’s Ecosystems 
 

17 
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7 Under extreme pressure 

Current consumption, production, and land-use patterns are unsustainable and have negative 
impacts on Earth’s “life-support system” (including the functioning of ecosystems and the services 
they provide and maintaining ecosystem resilience and adaptive capacity). 

Safe drinking water or 
adequate sanitation. 

Agricultural practices, tourism, 
infrastructure development and 
climate change. 

fragmentation and forest fires 

human activities and global climate change 

land-use changes.  

species decline 

         

Planet: “Protecting Earth for Future Generations” 
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Managing the Earth’s Ecosystems 
 

18 
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What needs to happen? 
The key lesson from the implementation of MDGs is that environmental policy alone cannot ensure 
environmental sustainability, which needs to be integrated into sectoral policies (e.g. agriculture, 
energy, health and transport) and crosscutting policies.  

Give highest importance to the wise use and management of natural 
resources in different sectors. 
 
 
Introduce the valuation of natural capital and ecosystem services into 
national accounting systems. 
 
 
Strengthen implementation of and synergies between existing 
ecosystems-related conventions, policy instruments and programmes. 

         

Planet: “Protecting Earth for Future Generations” 



Issue brief 1 Issue brief 2 Issue brief 3 

Issue brief 4 Issue brief 5 Issue brief 6 



Issue brief 7 Issue brief 8 Issue brief 9 

Issue brief 10 Issue brief 11 Issue brief 12 



Issue brief 13 Issue brief 14 
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 Areas critical importance for humanity and the planet! 
 

 Integrated, indivisible and universal! 
 

 Balance the economic, social and environmental 
dimensions! 
 

 Regional Advocacy Paper (RAP) is a truly cooperative work – 
One UN - of all of us! 
 

 RAP has ensured clear interconnections between respective 
SDGs within and across all issues to address key 
development challenges in our region and beyond! 
 

 Common Vision is being a “docking station” for influencing, 
facilitating, supporting and implementing other goals. 

A Common Vision to achieve the 2030 Agenda and its 17 SDGs: 

         

Planet: “Protecting Earth for Future Generations” 



In-depth review  
on progress! 

+ 

National and Local Adaptation of SDGs: 
Adapting the global SDGs to national and local circumstances. Reviewing and adjusting 
national strategies, plans and instruments is a major first step taken by governments in the 
region to start SDG implementation.  
 

Subregional Cooperation for SDG Implementation: 
Countries working together can help address issues of common concern, including those of 
transboundary nature.  
 

Data and Monitoring: 
Improving the data situation and building statistical capacities for SDG monitoring remains 
a significant challenge for all countries in the region and beyond.  

Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco, Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia, Sweden and Tajikistan (14) 



In-depth review  
on progress! + 

Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and   
  sanitation for all 
 
Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern   
  energy for all 
 
Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and  
  sustainable 
 
Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
 
Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial   
  ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification,  
  and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
 
Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global  
  Partnership for Sustainable Development 

Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies 
9-18 July 2018 

48 countries will be conducting voluntary national reviews at HLPF 
Albania, Armenia, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Spain and Switzerland (14) 



14 countries:  
Azerbaijan  
Belarus 
Belgium 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Italy 
Luxembourg 
Monaco 
Netherlands 
Portugal 
Slovenia 
Sweden 
Tajikistan 

 
 

1.Improved Demographics: 
(health, social, economic 
progress)  
2.Macroeconomic situation: 
strengthen econ stability and 
revive non-oil sector 
3.Dev of entrepreneurship 
(policies and regulations) 
- all stakeholders, not just 

the Government;   
- Institutional Mech for an 

Integrated Approach; 
- Building Nat Ownership 

and Participation; 
- aligning w/ national 

context by end 2017; 
- National SDG Conference in 

2018 focus on MoI; 
- 2030 requires sharing 

knowledge/best practices 
- elaborate a system of SDG 

indicators; 
- UN support and guidance 

at the different stages of 
the national SDG process. 



Informal Regional Ministerial Consultation  

http://www.unep.org/environmentassembly/ 

Thank you 
#BeatPollution #UNEA3 

@UNEPinEurope @WondyAK 


