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Key points

1. The SDGs come at a critical moment in planetary socio-ecological 
evolution

2. They are a cornerstone of an integrated agenda
3. They are the result of a multi-stage, complex process, they are 

strongly mandated, and they are unprecedented in ambition – this 
needs to be replicated at other levels

4. Many goals are linked and through these links SDGs form a goal 
system

5. We need to think about transformative transition pathways
6. Implementation can start from existing foundations
7. We have to stop deceiving ourselves
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http://www.igbp.net/globalchange/greatacceleration.4.1b8ae20512db692f2a680001630.html
http://www.igbp.net/globalchange/greatacceleration.4.1b8ae20512db692f2a680001630.html
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Source: Rockstrom et al. 2009
http://www.nature.com/articles/461472a.epdf?referrer_access_token=epBhX_MfbRfL5BmF0U7Yn9RgN0
jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0P37Gs3zKRDU9gfE3JMDFVzgJJt2Zx9nqsHugtbqZV27CFJfcx_W461RjW-U2Hxzhs%3D 

http://www.nature.com/articles/461472a.epdf?referrer_access_token=epBhX_MfbRfL5BmF0U7Yn9RgN0
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8Source: http://www.kateraworth.com/doughnut/
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Source: http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/ng-
interactive/2015/jan/19/sustainable-development-goals-changing-
world-17-steps-interactive

No 
poverty Peace, 

justice, strong 
institutions

Life on 
land

Responsible 
consumption 
& production Reduced 

inequalities

Good 
health and 
well-being



Key points

1. The SDGs come at a critical moment in planetary socio-ecological 
evolution

2. They are a cornerstone of an integrated agenda
3. They are the result of a multi-stage, complex process, they are 

strongly mandated, and they are unprecedented in ambition –
this needs to be replicated at other levels

4. Many goals are linked and through these links SDGs form a goal 
system

5. We need to think about transformative transition pathways
6. Implementation can start from existing foundations
7. We have to stop deceiving ourselves

10



11Source: http://post2015.unssc.org/mod/lightboxgallery/view.php?id=283
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Source: ASEF
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Source: http://www.un.org/esa/desa/papers/2015/wp141_2015.pdf



Source: elaborated 
in GSDR 2015 based 
on ICSU report.



Goal 13: Climate change links

Source: adapted from David Le Blanc, “Towards Integration at Last? The SDGs as a Network of Targets”, 
Rio+20 Working Paper 4.



Goal 12: SCP links

Source: Idem.

Source: adapted from David Le 
Blanc, “Towards Integration at 
Last? The SDGs as a Network of 
Targets”, Rio+20 Working Paper 4.
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Conventional scenarios = Business as usual

Sustainable scenarios = Sustainability
Source: GEO-5
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Source: Nature

Source: http://www.nature.com/
climate/2008/0807/fig_tab/climate.2008.59_F1.html

http://www.nature.com/
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Source: Nature

Source: http://www.nature.com/
climate/2008/0807/fig_tab/climate.2008.59_F1.html

target

http://www.nature.com/
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Source: http://www.nature.com/climate
/2008/0807/fig_tab/climate.2008.59_F1.html

http://www.nature.com/climate
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Source: ASEF
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32Source: ASEF
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Links to reports:

• https://www.iisd.org/pdf/2009/brochure_bellagiostamp.pdf
• http://www.asef.org/images/stories/publications/ebooks/ASEF_Report_Sustainable-Development-

Goals-Indicators_01.pdf
• http://asef.org/images/stories/publications/documents/ENVforum-Part_II-

Measuring_Sustainability.pdf
• http://www.icsu.org/publications/reports-and-reviews/review-of-targets-for-the-sustainable-

development-goals-the-science-perspective-2015/SDG-Report.pdf
• http://www.iisd.org/publications/global-goals-and-environment-progress-and-prospects

https://www.iisd.org/pdf/2009/brochure_bellagiostamp.pdf
https://www.iisd.org/pdf/2009/brochure_bellagiostamp.pdf
http://www.asef.org/images/stories/publications/ebooks/ASEF_Report_Sustainable-Development-Goals-Indicators_01.pdf
http://asef.org/images/stories/publications/documents/ENVforum-Part_II-Measuring_Sustainability.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/publications/reports-and-reviews/review-of-targets-for-the-sustainable-development-goals-the-science-perspective-2015/SDG-Report.pdf
http://www.iisd.org/publications/global-goals-and-environment-progress-and-prospects
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