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“Each government will set its own national targets 

guided by the global level of ambition but taking into 

account national circumstances, and that each 

government will decide how the global targets should be 

incorporated in national planning processes, policies and 

strategies.” - Agenda 2030



THREE LEVELS FOR TARGET SETTING

The domestic Agenda 2030

The development cooperation Agenda 2030

The international Agenda 2030



ARE TARGETS RELEVANT IN SWEDEN?

Applicable: 107 of 107*

Steadily achieved: 26 of 107

Requiring action: 81 of 107 (76%)

*excluding the 52 targets on “means of implementation” 



CRITICAL GOALS IN SWEDEN?



INTERPRETING TARGETS IS 

COMPLICATED BY….

…scale,

several issues being addressed in one target,

ambiguous wording,

or because they set a “zero vision” for which 

achievement is difficult to verify





Green Economy in Sweden

• No distinct strategy/policy but incorporation of environment in economic 

decision making

• Green Economy working group in Prime Minister’s Office

• Government budget 2016 propose climate, environment and energy 

investments focused on technological development and innovation, 

accelerating progress to achieving the national environmental and climate 

objectives, and increased climate finance to developing countries

• Environmental and CO2 taxes, renewable energy certificates remain key 

policy tools



TOWARDS IMPLEMENTATION OF SDGs

• Majority of targets are not yet achieved, but few raise new policy 

areas in Sweden 

• Opportunity to integrate sustainability in existing policy processes 

and politics, align sector objectives, and align domestic and foreign 

agendas.

• Target setting and a meaningful national implementation plan 

requires a government-led, inclusive, process for interpreting the 

agenda for the Swedish context. 



• Comprehensive and complex agenda put high demand for 

integrated planning and action across policy areas; requires new or 

adapted organizational structures 

• Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development as useful framework

• Prioritize relevant action over global monitoring, and develop 

accountability frameworks that track progress on national targets

…
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